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To His GRACE. 


MICHAEL 


By Divine Providence Lord Archbishop of Axnmach, 
Primate and Metropolitan of al IREL AND, 
[ and Lord High Chancellor of the ſame, &c 


May it pleaſe your Grace, 
Our Grace being ſo eminent a Miniſter of 
oY \ State in this Kingdom, the main Pillar of « 
the 1rish Church , under the Government, 
and fo great an Example of Loyalty and Sted- 
dineſs to the Crown, is the reaſon w hy this Pa- 
' per flics to your Protection , preſuming your 
Grace will encourage the Principles of Loyalty 
in others; becaule they are-{o {1gnal. 1n-your ſelf. 
It is the joy of al] good men to ſee thoſe, 
who were found fairhful in the times of adver- 
ſiry, plentitully rewarded ; to. {ce thoſe Jewels 
appendant on the Crown, which Tormesly had 
shewed their true value by ſparkling in the dark; 
and indeed who fo fit to partake-of the bleſ: 
ſings of Peace, w hich flow from the. Fonntain 
of Royal Bounty, as thoke who in the. Jate times 
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of Apoſtaſie and Confuſion, durſt be Orthodox 
and Loyal, though it was reputed the worſt of 
Crimes to-be ſo? that which is a juſt Reward to 
your Grace, 1s an Encouragement to others to 
follow your great Example, and the ſame Beams - 
that shine on your Grace, warm and cnliven 
the Seeds of Loyalty in others. 

Honor 1s not fit for a Malignant, nor does a 
Garland become the Brow of a Rebel: It is un- 
reaſonable they should expect Favours from His 
Majeſty, who are diſaffected to the Govern- 
ment, and with what confidence do they expe 
to drink of a pure Stream, who caſt Dirt and 
Mud into the Eountain; as if their grinning at 
the Higher Powers were a ſufficient reaſon for 
the King to through Preferments into their 
Mouths. | | 

The worſt of your Graces Enemies cannot 
but acknowledge you to be Orthodox and 
Loyal : and what cam your beſt Friends, or e- 
ven the greateſt Panegyrick ſay more? {ſince to 
be a Chriſtian, and a Subject, to tear God and 
honour the King, are the two great ends of e- 
* very mans nativity. 

Your Graces experience of the late times will 
tell you, that a Sermon of this kind 'preach'd 
ſome years agoe, would have made the Preach- 
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er to be pull'd down, and given occaſion to an 


Inſolent Officer to- enter the Pulpit with a 


| Back-ſword, and hold forth to the People i in 


Buff. But God be thanked we now may preach 


Peace and Obcdience to our Superiours, with- 
out danger of Banishment, and may exhort 


Subje&s to Loyalty, and Allegiance to their 


natural Prince, without fear of Impriſonment 


or Sequeſtration. 

I do not pretend to any thing extexoudingey 
1n this Sermon; but the uſefulneſs of Diſcour- 
ſes of Loyalty at this time, made ſome Perſons 
of Worth and Sence per{wade .me to. publish 
it.. I ſubmit my ſelf ro your Graces cenſure, 
and however mean the Piece be, I hope your 
Judgment will be favourable, becauſe of the 
honeſty of its deſign. We find that the Hea- 


then Vorarics offered to their Tutelar Gods, 


not only Irrational Creatures, as Birds a 
Beaſts, but ſomerimes even thoſe that were 
moft ridiculous and deſpicable; and as we can- 
not. imagine any Rational Heathen to be ſo fot- 
tish, as to perſwade himſelf that ſuch Sacrifices 
were pleaſing to the Gods for their intrinſick 
value (unleſs he believ'd the Deities to be as 
ſtupid and ſenceleſs as the Brutes that were of- 
fer'd to them) but becauſe they were demon- 
{trations 


CL 3 
trations of the inward affeFions of the mind : 
fo this I hope, though unworthy of ſo great a 
Patron, may find acceptance, for this reaſon 
only, becauſe it 1s an argument of a profound 
acknowledgment of that Service & Duty which 


1s duc to your Grace, not only from me, but 
from all the Sons of the Church of 1reland. 


I humbly beg your Graces pardon, for de- 


taining you from a better employment of thoſe 


few Minutes which free you from the weighty 


Aﬀairs of Chirch and State: It would be an 


argument both of want of {ence and good man- ; 


ners in me, to trouble your Grace with a te- 
 dious Dedication of ſo inconſiderable a work, 
- which yet humbly hopes to be accepted, be- 


cauſe 1 have ho other way of shewing my ſ{clf 


to be, | 
| May it pleaſe Tour Grace, 


Tour Graces moſt Obedient, 
and moſt devoted humble Servant, 
Jo: VEessr. 
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O pray for the Peace of Jeruſalem , they ſhall proſper that 
love thee. Pal. 122. 6. 


WW Ithout troubling you with any manner of Preface, I 


will fall immediately upon the Words of my Text,in 
which there are theſethree things to be taken notice 
of; Firſt, here is a Duty earneſtly enjoyned. Secondly, there 
is the thing to be prayed tor, and that is the Peace of Jeru- 
falem. Thirdly, there is an Encouragement to this Duty ; 
they ſhall proſper that love thee. O pray for the Peace of Jeru- 
falem, they ſhall proſper that le&ve thee. | 
r. There is a Duty carneſtly emjoyned , O pray for the 
Peace of Jeruſalem, Oc. That Prayer is a neceſſary Duty 
incumbent upon all Chriſtians, the Commands of God in 
my Text, and in ſeveral other places of-Scripture, may ſuffici- 
cntly reſftifie: yet becauſe we are generally ſo diſingenuous, 
as not to think our ſelves oblig'd by the bare-Commands of 


' God, unleſs we reap ſome Bencfit by obeying ſuch Com- 


mands ; I will lay down two Reaſons, in order to recom- 
mend the Neceſſity of this Duty ; and they are, 

rx. Our own Wants and Neceſlities. | 

2. The Goodneſs and Mercy of God, in that he is willing 
to anſwer our Petitions. | 

1. The firſt Argument to preſs this Duty to our Practice, 
is our own Wants and” Necetitties. It is one, and not rhe 


leaſt, of thoſe Miſeries that attend the whole Race of Adaw, 


{till 
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ſtill ro want ſomething whilſt we are on this ſide Heaven: - 
The poor man wants Food, the rich man wants Stomach, 
Health and Digeſtion ? ſome men would be liberal, but they 
have nor: wherewithal, others are full of Wealth, yer have 
not a Heart to make uſe of what' they poſſefs ; ſome have 
all things, yer enjoy nothing, for want of being contented 


with their Condition ; the greateſt part of Mankind cither 


wants Grace, or is in danger of falling from it ; or if ſome 
do perſevere unto the end, yet they are not in this world 
what they ſhall be ; they want the bleſſed Viſion of God, 
which is not to be had till after Death : the beſt of us tranſ. 
greſs every day, and therefore-muſt needs want the Pardon 
of our Sins for each day. The Wants of the prodigal Son 
were occaſion'd by his own Riot and Exceſs, and the Diſobe- 
dience of Adam is the cauſe of all our Wants and Neceſlities ; 
and although this be a fore Evil, and a heavy Diſeaſe; yet 
he that lay'd on this Curſe, and inflicted this Diſeaſe, has nor 
left us without Remedy. The Curſe is indeed heavy, bur 
the Remedy is light and ecafie : the Diſeaſe is grievous, but 
the Medicine to cure it is pleaſant, cafie to be had, and heals 
infallibly, the pooreſt man may purchaſe it. There is nor 


| any of Adam's Poſtcrity but always ſtands in need of ſome- 


thing or other ; the greateſt Wants may be ſupplied by 

Prayer, and there is no man but may pray, it he pleaſe ; and 
the Duty of Prayer is ſo neceſiary, that without it, we ſhall 
not only want in this world, but we ſhall be miſerably in want 
to all eternity ; without it we cannot have Remiſlion of our 
Sins, nor the Gift of Gods Grace beſtow'd upon us ; we can- 
not expect to be fed by his Mercy, if we think it too much 
trouble to implore it ; we muſt have a very low eſteem of 
Gods Bleſſings, if we think them nat worth the asking for; 
and we are very little ſenſible of our Neceflities, if we will 
not ſo much as pray to have them remoy'd; he is doubly 


guilty that commits a Fault, and porſiſts in it, and will not 
much 
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muchas ask Pardon-for it.-/ In ſhort; whilſt we are on this. 
ſide Heaven, we are-continually wanting, there.is none that: 
can ſupply our Neceflities, but God; aki is .no-other 
way for us to be ſupply'd, but by petitioning: the Throne of 
Grace : and therefore Prayer muſt needs be a neceſlary 
Duty. ' This is the firſt Reaſon, drawn from our own Wants 
and Neceſlities. | | 
2. The ſecond Reaſon to enforce the Duty of Prayer, is 
the Mercy of God, in that he is willing co hear us. There 
is nothing in the world ſo powerful as a man in Prayer, and 
therefore 'tis call'd the Key of Heaven. What is there fo 
difficult, that Prayer cannot attain to 2? Ir gives Victory to 
the weak, and overthrows the Armies: of the mighty : it 
can make the Sun ſtand ſtill for the ſpace of a day :- it can 
bring a Drowth upon the Earth for three years & ſix months, 
and afterwards cauſe the Rain to fall plentifully upen the 
ſame: if ie are Enemies to God, it can reconcile us to his 
Favour: if we arc in a ſtate of Sin and Death, it can renew. 
the Imape of God in vs, and: put us in a ſtate of Grace :./it, 
can purchaſe for us the Bleſſings of this Life (or, which is far 
berrer, the Art of Contentment without them) and the Bleſ- 
ſigns of the Lifc to come : by Prayer we are not only in a 
condition of profiting our ſelves, bur of doing, good to our 
Neighbour :: by it every man is a Prieſt, and eyery man may 
be a Meſes, to atone for the Sins of the people; to prevent 
the Delſiruftion of a Nation , though it hang over us; and 
to bring down publick Bleſſings from-on high ; the Bleſſings 
of Peace and Plenty, . the Liberty of our Religion, and the 
Enjoyment of our Eſtates: there is nothing ſo. good, but - 
Prayer can purchaſe for us : there is nothing ſo hurtful, bur 
Prayer-can avert; nay, though the: Sword bein Gods Hand, , 
and his Arm ftretched-fortlyto ſtrike, and the. Judgment be 
ready to. fall upon our heads, yet Prayer is able, to appeaſe, 
his Wrath, .and\withdraw: the Arm. of the Almighty from 
| | B - GON- 
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confounding ns, :and yer-all ':this.\is: not to: be ;irapnted-ro 
the--meer fore of Prayer | felti,-bur-to the Goodneſs: and 
Mercy >of - God;/Who-is'fo: much.:in: love) with” this Duty, 
thathe'can deny:us nothing we ask for fairhfully, he will 
cettainly"give-us the very! thing it ſelf, or fomerhing as good, 
or berrer, 1f-rh& other be/nor convenient for: us. ©. FR 

It has been objected by ſome, as an Argument” againſt 
Prayer? That 4texther ſappoſeriv firſbGod to: be: ignorant of 
our-Prayers; tor if hot (ſay-they;) what need we tell God that 
which he knows' already 2: Or ſecondly , that he is.not- ſo 
bountiful "to'-us as he*ought , in/that he knows our Necel: 
ſities, and Will: nor help us without ſo much intreaty.”- Or 
thirdly; that KG is overcomic by our tmportunities, andSollt 
citations, which is at argtament of his Weaknefs,and ſ&:would 
argue'an Imperfe&tion 'in' him; - this was: ure'd by" ene" 'thar 
was once an Atheiſt, bur (afterwards died a great Penirent. 
- But to this*the Anſwer ib'obvious- For, firit, "Can there 
be 24 preiiter 'argurffent''of' Gods Goodneſs tovus ; than td 
give us-hot' only the Bleffiies df rhis/Life, but evem; Heaven 
it ſelf for askitip 2 Secondly, We do not pray. td inform God 
of our 'Neceflities: (that is' too groſs: a: Suppoſition); butitd 
ſhew our Faith, and acktowledge his" Allfufficichcy,”and opt 
Dependance upon him. Thirdly; We at&:not fo conveired 
ol our: Phayets, as #- we 'rhouphr-the "meet! Force :of'rheny; 
or'the' Repctition of ſuch and ſuch Words, though they 
come frem-a' devour: Heart; 'to be'.able to wreſt'a-Bleſſing 
ifoth' G6d;' whether he wilt or no; bur that:God'has ordairyd 
Prayet as the: means''and niethed of: making'our Addrelits 


' rochis? eMajelty *Tis trite, weats faid-ro wreſtle-with 


God, 10 ptevailiipon' him, to take: Heaven by violence, &c. 
but theſe "art" fignrative* Expreſiions, and bold Meraphors, 
which ar& 10 Arouments-of his 'Weaknefs,-bur of this Good: 
nels//itt that-f hav piven' us ſo calie-a- method" of addrefi 
fing'our" Vs" t6 hin ;"hor is it ſo much'the ſorte- off owe 


Prayers 
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Prayers themlelves,”a$his infinite Goodneſs," which moves 
him to anſwer. our Petitions.” ASk and® ye ſhall *receive; is 
a Promiſe that God will hear our Prayers , 4nd the Mer- 


Fg 


cy of God prompted him to make 'this Promiſe ; as an'/en- 


couragement to perſwade us tÞ rhis Duty, our Prayers are 
offered up firice this' Promiſe*;''and therefore it-is not fo. 
much their Force that works upon God, as this own! Good- 
neſs that made him promiſe; it. is not any Power- inius;, 
but Compatlion in him. A Petition rnay be very well drawn 
up; bur if the. Prince, to whom it is preſented, be'not of 
himſelf inclin'd to do good , -he'Will never _anfwer it meer: 
ly becauſe it is well penird. "How many do'veeargend: 
ing with patience from day to'day*an the' Perſofis off prear- 
Men for a Favour, and value nor the Sliphts "that ar& pur 
upon them,. ſo their Requeſts be ar laſt butigranted'$' bur 
God is more merciful : he is more ready- tothear thaniwe 
to pray, and does not only give us what we'pray” ſor ; Þiit - 
does encourage us even to'pray. And therefore, if our'own 
Wants and Necaſlities cannot awake ys, let the Goodneſs - 
of , God perſwade us to this Duty, who is ſo ready: to 
hear us. This is the ſecond” Reafon' to enforce the Duty 
of Prayer, And fo I haye done with the firſt thing' con- 
ſidered in my Text; the catneſt Injun&tion"of' a Dury;0 
pn FIAT 
4 . "The ſecond thing to be taken notice of, is, the thing 
we arc,;to. pray for, and that'is the Peace of Jerufalem. 
This. Exhortation is. dite&ted' ro' thoſe*thax think Prayer a 
Duty, and uſually pray for 'themfelves;3+ for they*thar are 
ſo, {flupid, as not to pray for themfelyes, willnever be per- 
{waded to pray for others: and he. that 'negle&s his own 
Agdyantage, will never be niuci concern'd for'*the'publick 
Goog. There is ngthing in the world mof&pmlain, than thar 
rhe publick, Pcace. and. Safety at's Nation redownds t6 the 
particular Advantage of every PRE m'it: and CO 
| 2 
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if men are not ſo publick- ſpirited, as to. be -concern'd for 
the general Good of the Nation ; yet methinks cach mans 
private Intereſt , and the Laws of Selt- preſervation, oughr 
to perſwade us to pray for the Peace of Feruſalem, fof the 
Good of the King and Country : He thar is not a Friend 
to the publick Peace of that Kingdom wherein he lives , 
can never be a good SubjeCt; and he that is. not a good 
Subject,. can neither be a good Chriſtian, nor an honeſt 
Man-: For the ſame God that bids us love the Brotherhood, 
commands us alſo to honour the King : *tis natural for eve- 
ry man, to wiſh well ro the place ot his Nativity, or the 
place -of his Refidence ; and how he can do that, without 
deſiring the publick Good of ſuch' a place, I cannot under- 
ftand: every mans particular Advantage - and Safety is a 

branch of the publick. — | 
- There is no. perſon ſo inconfiderable , but may contri: 
bute . to the general Good of a Nation, either by his En- 
deavours or - Prayers; nay, we commonly fn, that Inſur- 
retions and Civil Wars are often begun, but always car- 
ried on by the Common peopic, (and therefore they may 
prevent ſuch Diſturbances) not but they mean. as well, and 
oft times . better, than thoſe that perſwade them to diflurb 
the Peace of a Kingdom ; but they are perſons utually of 
mean underſtandings, and are very often cajol'd and wheed- 
led into: Rebellion, by fine Words, and guilded Pretences.. 
The beſt way. for rhe ordinary fort of men not to be 
caught in theſe ſnares, is, to. belieye and conſider that Re- 
bellion /is a, moſt grievous Sin, 'cis as the fin of Wircheraſt; 
and you. know the Law fays., Zhou ſhalt not ſuffer a Witch 
to live. ' And if Rebellion be ſuch a Sin, *tis not the pre- 
tences of Defending Liberty and Property , of Deftroying 
Popery & Arbigrary Government, that can make it not a Sin: 
tor however, advantageous theſe, may be to a Common- 
wealth , yer ſtill Rebellion is 4.damning Sin; and we 'muft 
; not: 
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not do evil, ths hoo may icome' thereof. - Gonlider i iti 
whar horrid Cenfuſion-we were not many years fince;:by 
our DiſtraCtions, Fears and Jealoufics, 'when there was"no 
King in Zael, no Church, no Law, but every one was ſet- 
ting up a Church and a Government for himſelf, and e: 
very one did whar ſeemed good in his own eyes. Nay, many: 
of thoſe perſons that were ſeduced” into Rebellion, when 
they ſaw the Injuſtice and Hypocriſie of their Ringleaders; 
were aſham'd of their proceedings. 

Are nor theſe Miſeries the greateſt that can befall a Na- 
tion 2 And if they be, is not every particular man oblig'd, 


by the Durty-he owes his King, rhe Love he owes his Coun- 


try and himſelf , to pray for zhe Peace of Jeruſalem > He 
that can prevent a Fire in the hcart of a City, and will 
nor, becauſe he lives in the Suburbs, may, for his neglect; 
have his own Houſe burned to Aſhes, and he deſerves it ; 
and he that will not, to the utmoſt of his power, either by: 
his Endeayours, or Prayers, prevent a publick Diſturbance in 
the Kingdom where he lives, becauſe he is not a Stateſ- 


. man , docs not dcſerve to enjoy the benefit of publick 


Peace and Plenty. Though we arc not all born to be 
Stateſ- men-and Privy-Counſcllors, yet -every mart in his 
ſtation ought'to contribute what he can to the Peace of 'a Na: 
tion : he that is not fir to be a Privy + Counſellor, may nor- 
withſtanding contribute to the publick Peace: of a Kinp- 
dom, by being obedient to his Superiors ; by ſpeaking welt 
of the' Government, if it be good ;- by ſubmitting, it it bo 
otherwiſe ; by ſtudying to be: quier, and minding his own 
buſineſs : He that is not qualified to: fir at the Helm, may: 
by ſitting ſtill keep the Boar trom rofling. Let Stateſ 
men, whoſe Buſineſs it is, concern themſelves with-the Go- 
vernment ; but ler not eyery' private perſon, though of ne- 
ver ſo mean” Quality -and// Underftanding, trouble' his head; 
with the Management-of a Kingdom. a rivate; 

aſſenger. 
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Paſſengeropret&nd; to; ſiger; the Ship , that knows not at 
which -cnd of her: the: Rugdder-is > _ Our: Superiors may, and 
olcn do, orticr-things for- the publick Good, which to our 
apprehenFons/may ſeem-atherwiſe ; _ muſt. therefore, thoſe 
not:;be done:'by our Goyernors:, becauſe ,we cannot - appre- 
hend:them? though-1the:;iSails of, a Ship: may.,make her lic 
on-one. fide; FE without:them ſhe can. never reach the Ha- 
 ven;:if rheretore a) few'ttimorous Paſſengers ſhayld cry our, 
We are all loſt ; would the Maſter of the Ship: be ſo grear 
a Fool, as to take down the- Sails, and not only hinder 
his Voyage , but-endanger his own and their Sateties, and 
lex; her: be. taffed to and fro by the violence of the; Waves, 
and all becauſe they ,that-knew: not what belong'd. to a 
Ship adviſed him to it ? There are Secrets in all Arts , 
which are not to be diſcovered to every, perſon ; and- fo 
there are. Arcana; Jmperii, Secrets in Government , which 
= not-to- be. diſcloſed, | but to thoſe: that, ſit ,at the Helm, 
Some: men' are made to govern , others to obey, and; we 
are bound by. the Laws of God to be ſubject to our 
pores , not; only for Wrath , but alſo- for Conſcenee 
Ro of ilk 10. £ , room TIN, 
- Ifrwe look.into;Church Hiſtory, 'we {ball find, that -the 
primitive Chriflians; were .ſo meck: and: ſubmiſſive; ro the 
Government, thougly they (lived under Heathen Emperors, 
that they were 'rhe* very beſt -SubjeQts:, choſe Emperors 
had. Zertu/ian in his Apology for :the: Chriſtians tells us, 
thar the Cities, Corporations, Towns, Villages- and Caſlles 
were filled ' with Chriſtians ; :yet would:; they! pet-rebel , 
nordiſturb the Government, though they; were perſecuted to 
death for. no other end; but becauſe they: were Chriſtians; 
Shallthen. ſome .difterent:Opinions in Religion make Chri- 
fan-Subjedts rebel - againſt 'rheir Princey, and: diflasb the = 
publick:/Peateoof rhe: Kingdom: when ks. en" /7 1 | 
9” 6a [to obey;,:and mT 
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under Heathen Governouts 2:1-Sub/t your, ſelves, t8. every, 
Ordinance of Man. fer the: Lirds ſake , fays St. Peter, .who, 
lived not only under a Heathen Emperor, but under: Nero, 
the greateſt” Perſecutor of -them all. -- If, every. ſingle perſon 
would follow this Advice, and imploy - his. thoughts, abour. 
his own' Concertis;.and not: ameddle,wich-Statggattaigs ; we, 
ſhould be/mitch-happict than weJarc ; every,'man, might live, 
peaceably under his own: Vine, and under his own Fig- 
tree. How: uſual- is..it -for-men, upon. a. ſtory in a Gaz- 
zet', or a' News Letter, to/ deſcant, upon the Govern- 
ment , : and} cenfart, |it not; reptoach-the!;Highcr , Powers'z 
when'it may beorhe-ſtory is; fails?! or if true, they are. not. 
able"*ro difcern- ſoar,” 'as-to:ktiow whether that, which ſcems 
to them'ro be a Grievance, may not upon ſome, other /ac- 
compt theri they apprehend, be a Benefit to the. publick!, 
Treff-rhe Modelling iof zho Government ro. your Supgriorss 
\wholc:Buſnds ic is to povetnio and truft.the Events gf the; 
Goveminient ro: God Almighty / who turns, the, Hearts. of. 
Kings as he pleaſes ;- and obſerve your own Duty ,to your 
Country, which isito_obey : and though you are nor. al- 
ways in'a-condition'of giving a helping hand..go the Wet; 
fare of Ferdſalefs 3/ your King and Country ; yet your Pray- 
ers: for \ Peace ' will be always acceptable tro God , who is 
the God'of Peace. So much tor the {gcond General in my 
Fexr.” 5 i nc) 

3. 'The third \thing to be obferved , is' the. Encourage, 
ment”we-have ro. be: well affe&cd ro; the Ghurcl and(Staigy 


' in theſe words ;" they ſhall proſper that Yove thee. ., Tenuſa- 


lem in this Pſalm is faidito be the place. of Worſhip, "thi- 
ther the''Tribes go up to-:teſtifie unto. //ae!, and to, call: 
upon the Name of the Lord. From which is, is plan, ,that 
by Fae is meant:the;.Churchi 7hey fall proſper. thes. 
love thee 54. e) happy arc:ithey that: liyo quictly,,,and,.do: 
not difturb the:Peace of the Glureh. And: becauſe. Zeruſe-: 


lem 


4 


' (16 


lew Wis the Seat of Judgment, ir may alÞ fignifie the ſu- 
pream Power of a Nation , and then'the' meaning of/.it will 
be, Happy are they that live peaccably under the Govern- - 
ment of their Superiors both in Church and State , whilſt - 
all they are miſcrable ; that bear Evil Will at Sov... That 
this is a ſuffgient Encouragement to be well aftefted-to the 
Government will appear, if you conſider theſe: two things, 

x. The preat Happineſs of Peace. | | 

2. The Miſcrics of a Rebellion, or a Civil War. 

x. For the firſt, as Health is to the Body, fo Peace is to 
the Mind; it is the Foundation' of all Emoyments : how 
inſignificant are the beſt Meats to one whoſe: Palate has no 
Taſte, and whoſe Body is diſturbed by a raging Feaver ! 
and how infignificant is even Plenty it felf in a Common- 
Wealth , that is ſick of Rebellion, which is the Feaver of a 
Kingdom, and is commonly occafion'd by too high Feeding ! 
the fick mans Head is full of Whimſies, which make him - 
rave, and y_ of things, which neither he, nor any elſe can 

| underſtand ; he ſeldom ſleeps, or if he does, he is preſently 
E, awaken'd with ſcaring Dreams ; and his very Bedcloaths , 
2 which in time of Health were a Bleſling, and preſerved his 
Body, are a Grievance to him. So 'tis inthe State, the Body 
Politick, when difaffefted people, which are the jarring Hu- 
mours , diſturb its Peace. They perplex themſelves with 
ſtrange Fancies of imaginary cvils, which no man elſe can 
underſtand, nor they themſelves : they throw oft thofe Laws 
that ſhould viotett chem, and run into preater Miſeries, 
than could have befallen them, had they really ſuffered 
thoſe evils they were afraid of, Happy is the man that 
bears a loyal Heart to his Prince, and is obedient to the 
Laws, that is orthodox and. peaceable in the Church , and 
endeavours. to preſerve Unity in- the: State; he is.eyery 
> mans Friend, and every man is a Friend to him ; he ho- 
3  anours the Magiſtrate and Laws, but is afraid of neither 
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becauſe he/1s 'inftiocent;\hehasithe free uſe of *his Reliz 
pion, and the enjoyment ofthis: Fate he cats his: Mear: 
with Pleaſure ati Contentedneſs; :the night is pleaſant :t6] 
him ; he:does not dream of ill- gov Lands thar are in his: 
poſkſiion; he is: not ſcar d.with the Cries:of Widows; or the 
Groans of -Qtphans ; he is:not- haunted with:'the Guile ot' 
innocent Blood; | nor-is -he frighten'd- with: the' Ghoſt of! a 
murderd' King. - This :is'the;condition of the: peaceful: mam; 
and if a whole Kingdom were: made up of men of this tem. 
per ; how happy. ſhould we' be > there would be no decay; 
no; leading into captivity, and no complaining in our {treets,, 
There-.could' not- be a: greater”. EmBſem: of 'Heaven, than 
ſuch a Nation,; where the only ſtrife. would: be, who ſhould 
be moſt charitable, and who ſhould be moſt loyal to- their 
King, and ſerviceable to. their Country. This is the fir{t 
Reaſon to ſhew the Happineſs of thoſe that love the Peace 
of Feruſalem , they. ſhall proſper that love thee ; for they ſhall 
have the Bleſſings of Peace. ; | NL 

2. Secondly, they ſhall be free from the: miſcrics of Re- 
bellion, or a Civil War. The Miſeries of a Rebellion are 
twofold ; Firſt, cither fuch as befall a Kingdom in general : 
or ſecondly, ſuch. as befall every Rebel un particular. 

I. Firſt the publick Calamities of a Rebellion are innu-- 
merable, -I ſhall only inſlance-in ſome of them that are moſt 
obvious, When people arc difaffeted to the Governmene 
of Church or State, and thence take an: occaſion to- break 
out- into ;Civil- Wars; the. Subjet can ncither_:eryoy the 
Benefit of-the Laws, (which are! our Protection: in Peace) 
nor'the Uſe of Religion; not the Profirs: of his Eflate, with- 
out fear and danger ;: there-is- no Adminiftration- of Jirltice:, 
there is no difference betweeh: Right and Wrogg :- Screntgth 
is. the -Lawgiver, andthe longett 'Sword the imeafure- of 
Juſlice;:+the Corn-field>are;deſioyed; the: flately Buildings! 


_are.cither yoid of Inhabitants,-or:-arc matic a Garriſon -fori 
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tlioſe that are ſtrongeſt :] the: Houſes of God are profur'd; 
and/demoliſh'd, and 5are 'made!a Recepracte ſor- Birds. and 
Beaſts; ;arid the whole/Land' lies :defolate?: 'Grafs and: Weeds 
grow'\/ir the Sreets of our great Cities, the Walls arc bea-- 
ten down, the 'Houſes burnv, and the Inhabirants fled: or 
murdered :'\the Univerſities are:empried : the {Liberal Avts'&? 
Sciences:tnaſt give /place ro: the: violence of the: Sword 3” _ 
ſo: Learning is nip in-the: very. budi: Pride and. 
Ambition and Sacriledpe, Oppreſſion and Murder, Conicint 
neſs-and Profanenefs, -or: elſe” Hypocrifie, are” the 'uſual ar: 
tendants'of :Rebelliggy: He that; is ir: love (with Famine; 
Plague 'and: Deſolatio! Flee! him murmur and>rebel;- for they 
are theeffeQts! of 'a- Civil War, Tf there” were/'no other 
Puniſhmenc for reſiſting! the ſupream Power, aftet' this-Life ; 
yet the: Calamities I have mention'd may» be ſufficient to 
rerrific any one trom it, that is not” altogether/void: of: Senſe 
and Honeſty. : Rebellion'is' puniſhment' enough for\'s "it Lon 
Theſe are the publick Miſcries ot Rebellion: :' 8 

2. Sccondly, there are Miſcries that befalt private _ 


ſons in Rebellion. The ſeveral publick Calamities - that T 


have now reckon'd, though: they are not all, yet they arc 
fufficient. ro ſhew,. that whilſt any Kingdom! is- in- thar-con- 
dition, 'no particular perſon can be happy, But” befides'all 
this, there is another reaſon to - terrifhe particular perſons 
from ir, and that is the Execution of the Laws when the 
Rebellien' is ended ; for it cannot-laſt always : what a Diſ- 
grace, as well as Miſery, iS it _for' one. to'/be' marKd'for a 


ey to'be. ne oclaim'd” a''T: raytor,! to to: loſe an Eſtate,” or an 


or Villany, "to Ho hang'd for Treaſon; and to: 


| _ + Head fixd 'upon a*pole'; as a ſpeRacle' of Shame: 


and Infamy ! he'is nor. only- unhappy himſelf, bur he intails: 


Miſery. and'iPoverty on: his Family, :and his: Poſtericy ſhall: 
bluſh% to' hear: Sa? 5: bur: fi » poſe Succeſs crowr'd his! 
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ke my be preat; 'buthe cannor be happy : Fear'and Guilr 
thall hives ſer 'him'erjoy himſelf, nor what he has unjuſtly 
porten': and befides the Hand'of Providence, which is rea- 
dy to. finite and pull him down ; there is a natural deſire in 
wild "Beaſt : and if no 52dv elſe will, God himſelf uſually 
makes ſuch perſons fall otit among *hemfelves in dividing = 
the Spoil, 'and fo deſtroy one anothers deſigns ; as it nap- 
pen'd not long ſince in theſe Kingdoms: and to compleat 
the Rebels Miſeries, when his unhappy Life here is ended, 
he ſhall be thrown headlong into Hell,to keep company with 
the firſt Rebel Lucifer. And fo IT have difpatch'd the third 
General, z. e. the Encouragement we have to pray for the 
Peace of Feruſalem, they fhal proſper that love thee. | 

In the laſt place, I will reduce what I have faid rPprattice. 
You ſee the neceflity of the Duty of Prayer enjeynd in my 
Text, from our Wants and Neceſſities, and from the Mer- 
cy of God, who is ready to hear us. You ſee the thing we 
ought to pray for, z. e. the Peace of Jeruſalem, the good of 
Church and State, a publick Blefling ; and the Encourage- 
ment to this Duty from the third General, they ſhall proſper 
that love thee. You ſte the Happineſs of thoſe that live in 
peace and obedience to the Laws , and rhe Miſeries of Re- 
bellion, both in this life, and that which is to come. Con- 
fider the Folly as well as Miſery of thoſe thar diſturb the 
Peace of a Kingdom , and the Diſgrace that attends ſuch 
reſiſting the lawtul Magiſtrate. There is no pretence whar- 
ſoever, whether of Liberty, Property, Sc. rhat can make 
Rebellion not to be a damning Sin. There is not any one 
Duty more plainly commanded throughout the whole Scri- 
prure, than Obedience ro Magiſtrates. There is nothing 
contributes ſo much to the Peace of Feruſalew, to the pab- 
lick good of a Nation, and the particular good of every per- 
ſon in it. There are-many —_— in the Old Teſta __ 
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men to deſtroy {ch a Monſter, as being as dangerous as a 
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-—-— " of:Gods Judginents-againſt Rebels ; andthe .end of our Sa- 


viours 'coming into the world was to plant, a Goſpel of Peace 
among men, and if the preaching of Peace was ever a Du- 

ty, it is now, by rcaſon of the Diviſions among us. The 

great and general cauſe of Rebellion is Ambition, though 
Religion is often pretended : and therefore the beſt way to 
prevent a. pubiick Diſ:,ance of the Peace, is, not to: be 
@7nw1GOus of any thing that cannot be attain'd to, without 

an Alteration in the Government. Let us not ſpeak evil of 

the Ruler of the peopie; nor murmur at our Superiours, be. 

cauſe their Actions do not pleaſe our Humours ; and when 

we find our ſelves oppreſſed, let us examine our own Lives, 

and try whether our own Wickedneſs is not the Cauſe of 

Gods puniſhing us with ſuch Rulers. FZonour thy Father 

and Mother, which is the firſt Commandment with promiſe, 

- is not only to. be underſtood of our Natural Parents, but of 

the Magiſirate, who is our Civil Parent, and length of 

Days is' the Promiſe annex'd to this Commandment. Saint 

Paxl exhorts us, in his firſt Epiſtle ro Tymothy, tro make 

. Supplications and Prayer fur all men, and in the firſt place 
mentions Kings, and ail that are in Authority, that we may 

lead a quict. and peaccable Lite in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. 
There is more Weight than Honour in Government; and 
therefore we ought to be ſo much concern'd for the publick 
Good, as ncycr to. pray for our ſeives, but at the ſame time 

: to, pray for the Peace of Feruſalem, for this is good and ac 
ceptabie in the ſight of God our Saviour: beware of aſper- 
ſing the Government , *for there is a particular providence 
over Kings which will diſcover thy folly; if by murmuring 
and complaining of rhe Supream Power, thou art an Enzmy 
to the, Peace of, Feruſalem. Curſe not the King , no not in 


that which hath Wiugs ſhall tell the matter. Is there not 
more wiſdom in buſying our ſelves with our own concerns, 
| | 1 


thine heart, jor a Bird of the Air ſpall carry the Yoice, and 
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in ſubmitting to our. Superiours'and the Laws of ithie-Land, 
that we may enjoy our Religion, our Eſtates,-and our Liber: 
tics. (which are all the effects: of publick-: Peace) than ts 
ſpeak evil of Dignities, to promote'a Diſturbgnce in. Fernſe- 
lem, which does not only endanger our: Happineſs, and 
Eſtates, but even-our Lives, and' the Welfare of::onr Poſte 
rity? | LH. Zia 110 1ngH201"t 7018 Torr 1's 
. There is not-any Church in the- world, whoſe Principles 
are more repugnant to Rebellion, than' the 'Church of Eng- 
lad :. If therefore you would ſhew your ſelves to be'true 
Sons of "that Church you pretend to., you muſt be loyal.to 
the King, and fubmiſtve-to the Government; 'it.is/ a'Princt 
ple not only honeſt, but generous ,” and: agreeable! to :the 
meek Spirit. of rhe primitive Chriſtians. - They may pretend 
to Religion; | but they who, under that.colour, can reſiſt the 
ſupream Power, have no more Religion than Mahomezans. 
To contrive the Death .of: a Prince, or-the-Subverſian of.a 
Government, for the ſake of ſome Differences in Religion , 
is not only unchriitian butnhumane. Let this be a pene- 
ral Obtervation , T hat they who pur on a preciſe Counte- 
nance, and under the colour ot Religion ſpeak evil of Digni- 
nities, murmur againſt the Government, and, when oppor- 
runiry offers, endeavour to diſturb irs Peace, notwithſtand.- 
ing their pretences to Religion, and the Good of the Nati- 
on, cannot be honeſt men. Though the Wounds of our 
late Civil Wars are head up, yer there are Scars enough 
remaining, to frighten any wiſe man from attempting to di- 
{turb the Peace of Feruſalem a ſecond time. There are no 
Subjeats under the Heavens, that may live more happily _ 
than we, it we, by our Diviſions add repinings, do not make 
our ſelves' otherwiſe : have not we a gratious Prince, thar is 
ſo tar from oppreſiing his good Subjetts, that he is merciful 
and even indulgent to the worſt > has any Kingdom in the 
world better Laws than we haye, to fecure the Prerogative 
ol 
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_ 6f the Priniee; and the Liberty of the” People:? rand thave we 


noti.al::4he:benefir'of choſe Laws to prote&t us2 is; there 
anyione perſcaurted with Fire and Eapgor: for Religion2. is 
” any. ogg that ican ;complain that his Goods or Eftate 
is:wrefted-from him by Oppreſſion or Tyranny 2? and if.we 
did -groawunder aty ſuch; Calamities'; yet:the, Laws of God 
will not allow a Proteſtant of the Church of Eg/and to re- 
bel: though borh. the Papiſt and Presbyrerian can make the 
Scripture ſpeaktreaſon when they pleaſe. And.if it be a damn- 
ing Sin (as certainly. it-is) to refiſt the Higher Powers,. even 
es they perſecute and oppreſs us; it is much more hei- 
nous in: the: Tight -of God, to reproach or rebel againſt ſo 
merciful-a'Soveraign as, we enjoy. | 
I pray God remove all our Fears, Jealouſics, and Diviſt 
ons, and make us ſenſible of the Bleflings of Peace, which 


bur on his Head may the Crown flouriſh. 


i 


we ond may the Kings Encmies be coverd with ſhame, 
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